MammoSite.
MammoSite is a novel brachytherapy applicator for breast irradiation as a component of breast conservation therapy in the management of early stage breast carcinoma. Early stage breast cancer accounts for over two-thirds of newly diagnosed cases. Breast conservation therapy is an option for most women for local therapy. The standard treatment of partial mastectomy and whole-breast irradiation is being challenged. Physicians and patients are searching for alternatives to a 6- to 7-week course of external beam radiation therapy. The direct application of radioactive materials (brachytherapy) in this setting has been employed for over 10 years. MammoSite has been developed as an easier, more quality assured applicator to allow broader acceptance and wider availability of partial breast irradiation techniques. The background leading to the device will be examined, current clinical results will be reviewed and alternative technologies will be discussed.